
UAMS News Bureau 
 

Office of Communications & Marketing 

4301 West Markham # 890 

Little Rock, AR 72205-7199 
 

uamshealth.com/news 

 

News Release 

Dec. 16, 2019     
Media Contacts: 

Leslie W. Taylor, 501-686-8998 

Wireless phone: 501-951-7260 

leslie@uams.edu 

 

Liz Caldwell, 501-686-8995 

Wireless phone: 501-350-4364 

liz@uams.edu 

 

         

Society of Toxicology Awards Shuk-Mei Ho, Ph.D., 
Distinguished Toxicology Scholar Award  

 

LITTLE ROCK — Shuk-Mei Ho, Ph.D. — vice chancellor for research and innovation 

at the University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences (UAMS) — has won the 

Distinguished Toxicology Scholar Award from the Society of Toxicology, an 

internationally recognized professional organization. 

 

This award recognizes a society member who has made substantial and seminal scientific 

contributions to the understanding of the science of toxicology and is actively involved 

in toxicological research. Ho will be formally honored with a plaque, cash stipend and 

guest lectureship March 15-19 during the society’s 59th Annual Meeting and ToxExpo 

in Anaheim, California. 

 

Ho, an internationally renowned scientist, is a professor in the College of Medicine 

Department of Pharmacology and Toxicology. She oversees UAMS’s mission to grow 
research capacity, improve research infrastructure, promote innovation, and build 

research partnerships that can be translated to better clinical care and disease control in 

Arkansas and across the nation.  

 

Her research interests pertain to the role of hormones and endocrine disruptors, and the 

interplay between genetics and epigenetics, in disease development as well as how early-

life experiences can be a root cause in later development of cancers, asthma, neural 

disorders and other complex chronic diseases. 

 

Her work — published in more than 240 articles — has pioneered the fields of 

environmental epigenetics and developmental origins of adult disease. This body of 

highly innovative and paradigm-changing research has advanced basic science and 

catalyzed major changes in public health and medical practices in the nation and around 

the globe. 

 

Ho is past president of the Society for Basic Urological Research. She is a member of the 

American Urologic Society, Endocrine Society, Society for Basic Urologic Research and 

American Association for Cancer Research. She chairs numerous scientific reviews and 

policy committees for the National Institutes of Health and the U.S. Department of 
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Defense. She is a former member of the Integration Panel of the Department of Defense 

Congressionally Directed Prostate Cancer Research Program and the National Academy 

of Science Committee of Emerging Science for Environmental Health Decisions. Ho 

serves as a charter member of the National Advisory Environmental Health Sciences 

(2016-2020) and a member of the External Expert Panel for the O’Brien Urology 
Research Centers (U54). 

 

Ho received her doctoral degree from the University of Hong Kong. Prior to coming to 

UAMS in 2019, she served as director of Cincinnati Cancer Center, where she was also 

the Hayden Family Endowed Chair for Cancer Research. Previously, she was the Jacob 

G. Schmidlapp Professor and chairwoman of the Department of Environmental Health, 

University of Cincinnati College of Medicine. 

 

Prior to Cincinnati, Ho’s experience includes the University of Massachusetts Medical 
School, where she was vice chair for research in the Department of Surgery and director 

for translational research in urological disorders. She also served Tufts University as 

associate dean for research in the School of Graduate Studies, Research and Continuing 

Education. 

 

UAMS is the state’s only health sciences university, with colleges of Medicine, Nursing, 
Pharmacy, Health Professions and Public Health; a graduate school; hospital; a main 

campus in Little Rock; a Northwest Arkansas regional campus in Fayetteville; a 

statewide network of regional campuses; and seven institutes: the Winthrop P. 

Rockefeller Cancer Institute, Jackson T. Stephens Spine & Neurosciences Institute, 

Harvey & Bernice Jones Eye Institute, Psychiatric Research Institute, Donald W. 

Reynolds Institute on Aging, Translational Research Institute and Institute for Digital 

Health & Innovation. UAMS includes UAMS Health, a statewide health system that 

encompasses all of UAMS’ clinical enterprise including its hospital, regional clinics and 
clinics it operates or staffs in cooperation with other providers. UAMS is the only adult 

Level 1 trauma center in the state. U.S. News & World Report named UAMS Medical 

Center the state’s Best Hospital; ranked its ear, nose and throat program among the top 
50 nationwide; and named six areas as high performing — cancer, colon cancer surgery, 

heart failure, hip replacement, knee replacement and lung cancer surgery. UAMS has 

2,727 students, 870 medical residents and five dental residents. It is the state’s largest 
public employer with more than 10,000 employees, including 1,200 physicians who 

provide care to patients at UAMS, its regional campuses, Arkansas Children’s Hospital, 
the VA Medical Center and Baptist Health. Visit www.uams.edu or 

www.uamshealth.com. Find us on Facebook, Twitter, YouTube or Instagram.  
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