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Jay K. Bhama, M.D., Joins UAMS  
as Chief of Division of Cardiovascular Surgery 

 

LITTLE ROCK — Jay K. Bhama, M.D., has joined the University of Arkansas for 

Medical Sciences (UAMS) as a heart surgeon, professor and chief of the Division of 

Cardiovascular Surgery in the Department of Surgery. 

 

He will lead the cardiovascular program at UAMS by working alongside Paul Mounsey, 

M.D., director of the Division of Cardiovascular Medicine in the Department of Internal 

Medicine. Both departments are in the UAMS College of Medicine. 

 

Bhama is a nationally recognized heart surgeon with significant health care leadership 

experience within the cardiovascular arena. With a special interest and expertise in heart 

valve surgery as well as mechanical circulatory support, Bhama brings a unique skillset 

to the cardiovascular program at UAMS. 

 

Bhama divides his time between UAMS and Baptist Health Medical Center-Little Rock, 

where he serves as the Heart Failure and Transplant Institute’s surgical director for heart 
transplantation and co-director for mechanical circulatory support (MCS) and left 

ventricular assist devices (LVAD). 

 

Bhama formerly was professor and chief of the adult cardiac surgery program at 

University of Iowa Health Care in Iowa City. Under his leadership, the program became 

a regional leader in heart valve surgery, structural heart disease and MCS/LVAD. A 

national expert and thought-leader in the field of heart failure surgery, Bhama also was 

director of the heart transplantation, MCS, and extra-corporeal membrane oxygenation  

programs. Prior to that, Bhama was associate director of the cardiothoracic (heart and 

lung) transplant and artificial heart programs at the University of Pittsburgh Medical 

Center. 

 

Bhama earned his medical degree from Baylor College of Medicine in Houston and 

completed a general surgical residency in the Michael E. DeBakey Department of 

Surgery, also at Baylor. He completed cardiothoracic surgical training at George 

Washington University in Washington, D.C., and Johns Hopkins Hospital in Baltimore. 

He also completed an advanced cardiac surgery fellowship at the Mayo Clinic in 
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Rochester, Minnesota, and a fellowship in cardiothoracic transplant and mechanical 

circulatory support at University of Pittsburgh Medical Center. 

 

Bhama is diplomate of the American Board of Surgery and American Board of Thoracic 

Surgery and is a fellow of the American College of Surgeons, American College of 

Cardiology, and American College of Chest Physicians. Castle Connolly Medical Ltd. 

has named him one of the nation’s top doctors in thoracic and cardiac surgery based 

upon peer nominations. 

 

Bhama is widely published, with over 100 peer-reviewed publications. He holds several 

patents on innovative medical devices and serves as a reviewer for the field’s leading 

medical journal. He is also the state’s only cardiothoracic surgeon member of the 

prestigious American Association for Thoracic Surgery. 

 

Bhama has been in practice for over 15 years and his clinical interests focus on heart 

failure surgery, such as left ventricular assist devices and heart transplantation, as well as 

general cardiac surgery, including heart valve surgeries such as complex mitral valve 

repair. His research focuses on clinical outcomes after heart transplant and MCS 

procedures and the development of innovative medical devices for the management of 

advanced heart failure.  

 

UAMS is the state’s only health sciences university, with colleges of Medicine, Nursing, 
Pharmacy, Health Professions and Public Health; a graduate school; hospital; a main 

campus in Little Rock; a Northwest Arkansas regional campus in Fayetteville; a 

statewide network of regional campuses; and seven institutes: the Winthrop P. 

Rockefeller Cancer Institute, Jackson T. Stephens Spine & Neurosciences Institute, 

Harvey & Bernice Jones Eye Institute, Psychiatric Research Institute, Donald W. 

Reynolds Institute on Aging, Translational Research Institute and Institute for Digital 

Health & Innovation. UAMS includes UAMS Health, a statewide health system that 

encompasses all of UAMS’ clinical enterprise including its hospital, regional clinics and 
clinics it operates or staffs in cooperation with other providers. UAMS is the only adult 

Level 1 trauma center in the state. U.S. News & World Report named UAMS Medical 

Center the state’s Best Hospital; ranked its ear, nose and throat program among the top 
50 nationwide; and named six areas as high performing — cancer, colon cancer surgery, 

heart failure, hip replacement, knee replacement and lung cancer surgery. UAMS has 

2,727 students, 870 medical residents and five dental residents. It is the state’s largest 
public employer with more than 10,000 employees, including 1,200 physicians who 

provide care to patients at UAMS, its regional campuses, Arkansas Children’s Hospital, 
the VA Medical Center and Baptist Health. Visit www.uams.edu or 

www.uamshealth.com. Find us on Facebook, Twitter, YouTube or Instagram.  
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