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UAMS Awarded Nearly $1 Million by U.S. Department of 
Agriculture for Digital Health Training in Arkansas Delta 

 
LITTLE ROCK — The University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences (UAMS) Institute 
for Digital Health & Innovation has received a two-year grant of $999,993 from the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture for the digital health training of health care professionals, 
students, business and community leaders, consumers and patients in the Arkansas Delta. 
 
The grant will fund a mix of hands-on and virtual education training at Telehealth 
Training Centers in the region. The centers will be located at the Arkansas Rural Health 
Partnership (ARHP) offices in Lake Village, UAMS East Regional Campus at Helena-
West Helena and Jefferson Regional Medical Center School of Nursing at Pine Bluff.  
 
The Rural Health Partnership and Jefferson Regional are working with UAMS in the 
training effort called Arkansas Technology Training and Rural Assistance Center for 
Telehealth (ATTRACT). 
 
“A person living in the southern Delta of Arkansas has an expected lifespan 10 years less 
than that of a similar person in northwest Arkansas,” Joseph Sanford, M.D., interim 
director of the institute. “The training centers will be in counties where education in 
digital health practices can help to address this disparity.” 
 
Despite great interest in the region in using digital health for clinical care and education, 
many businesses and health care facilities have stated they need greater support in 
developing these services, Sanford said. 
 
Hari Eswaran, Ph.D., is the principal investigator for the grant project and the institute’s 
director of research. The Arkansas Rural Health Partnership is an organization of 14 non-
profit south Arkansas hospitals, which also receives support from UAMS. 
 
Each training center will showcase and provide training in using digital health 
technologies to encourage interaction with technology from a variety of manufacturers in 
a no-sales-pressure environment.  
 
More than 400 people in the Delta region will receive training through the effort. They 
will: 
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• Learn about clinical and educational digital health and how it may help them 
and/or the people they serve.  

• Obtain access to expert digital health knowledge at UAMS, the state’s academic 
medical center.  

• Acquire work skills and certifications that can benefit them in their current or 
future jobs.  

• Increase their understanding of options in rural broadband improvement.  
• Expand patient and provider capacity to access digital health services in the 

region, reflective of their needs and values.  
 
“Roughly half of Arkansas counties are in the Mississippi Delta region, and their 
populations are rural and medically underserved,” Eswaran, said. “Dr. Sanford, the 
institute and I are glad to begin working with the Arkansas Rural Health Partnership and 
Jefferson Regional to show how digital health technology can help to fill that 
longstanding need and improve the health of people there.” 
 
UAMS is the state’s only health sciences university, with colleges of Medicine, Nursing, 
Pharmacy, Health Professions and Public Health; a graduate school; hospital; a main 
campus in Little Rock; a Northwest Arkansas regional campus in Fayetteville; a 
statewide network of regional campuses; and seven institutes: the Winthrop P. 
Rockefeller Cancer Institute, Jackson T. Stephens Spine & Neurosciences Institute, 
Harvey & Bernice Jones Eye Institute, Psychiatric Research Institute, Donald W. 
Reynolds Institute on Aging, Translational Research Institute and Institute for Digital 
Health & Innovation. UAMS includes UAMS Health, a statewide health system that 
encompasses all of UAMS’ clinical enterprise including its hospital, regional clinics and 
clinics it operates or staffs in cooperation with other providers. UAMS is the only adult 
Level 1 trauma center in the state. U.S. News & World Report named UAMS Medical 
Center the state’s Best Hospital; ranked its ear, nose and throat program among the top 
50 nationwide; and named six areas as high performing — COPD, colon cancer surgery, 
heart failure, hip replacement, knee replacement and lung cancer surgery. UAMS has 
2,876 students, 898 medical residents and four dental residents. It is the state’s largest 
public employer with more than 10,000 employees, including 1,200 physicians who 
provide care to patients at UAMS, its regional campuses, Arkansas Children’s Hospital, 
the VA Medical Center and Baptist Health. Visit www.uams.edu or 
www.uamshealth.com. Find us on Facebook, Twitter, YouTube or Instagram.  
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