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$500,000 Gift to Support Creation of New Regional Campus  

in El Dorado 
 
LITTLE ROCK — The University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences (UAMS) has 
received a $500,000 gift to support the creation of a new regional campus in El Dorado. 
The gift will have a far-reaching impact, not only for El Dorado, but for patients in South 
Arkansas and across the state. The donor asked to remain anonymous. 
 
“We are grateful for this transformative investment in the future of health care for El 
Dorado and our state,” said UAMS Chancellor Cam Patterson, M.D., MBA. “We are 
increasing our presence in the community through expansion of our Regional Campuses, 
and El Dorado is the first step in increasing access to UAMS-quality care.” 
 
This gift establishes the Dr. David M. Yocum III El Dorado Regional Program Fund for 
Excellence, dedicated to building a regional campus in El Dorado. 
 
Yocum, one of the first thoracic surgeons in Arkansas and an El Dorado native, died in 
2012. He was a 1946 graduate of the UAMS College of Medicine. Yocum was an 
assistant clinical professor of surgery at UAMS, was on the teaching staff of what is now 
the UAMS South Regional Campus and served as a foundation board member for the 
College of Medicine. Beginning in 1951, he practiced general and thoracic surgery in El 
Dorado for several decades. 
 
“We are overwhelmed by this donor’s generosity to establish a fund in honor of Dr. 
Yocum to bring a regional campus to El Dorado,” said Amy Wenger, M.H.S.A., vice 
chancellor for Regional Campuses. “We are working with the Medical Center of South 
Arkansas team to open a family medicine residency program, where our residents can 
learn up close from the people they serve. Working together, we look forward to creating 
a destination in El Dorado for our graduates to make a lasting impact for the 
community.” 
 
UAMS has committed to building its ninth regional campus in El Dorado. The majority 
of family practice physicians in rural areas of the state are trained at one of UAMS’ eight 
regional campuses. Creating a regional campus will provide an influx of physicians and 
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health care professionals to create a sustainable educational and training pipeline, and 
make it easier to maintain consistent levels of care. 
 
Regional Campuses, originally called Area Health Education Centers (AHECs), began in 
1973 through the efforts of then-Gov. Dale Bumpers, the Arkansas Legislature and 
UAMS to train medical residents and provide clinical care and health education services 
around the state. Its eight regional campuses are located in Batesville, Fayetteville, Fort 
Smith, Helena-West Helena, Jonesboro, Magnolia, Pine Bluff and Texarkana. UAMS is 
working to expand the number of campuses across the state. 
 
UAMS is the state’s only health sciences university, with colleges of Medicine, Nursing, 
Pharmacy, Health Professions and Public Health; a graduate school; hospital; a main 
campus in Little Rock; a Northwest Arkansas regional campus in Fayetteville; a 
statewide network of regional campuses; and seven institutes: the Winthrop P. 
Rockefeller Cancer Institute, Jackson T. Stephens Spine & Neurosciences Institute, 
Harvey & Bernice Jones Eye Institute, Psychiatric Research Institute, Donald W. 
Reynolds Institute on Aging, Translational Research Institute and Institute for Digital 
Health & Innovation. UAMS includes UAMS Health, a statewide health system that 
encompasses all of UAMS’ clinical enterprise including its hospital, regional clinics and 
clinics it operates or staffs in cooperation with other providers. UAMS is the only adult 
Level 1 trauma center in the state. U.S. News & World Report named UAMS Medical 
Center the state’s Best Hospital; ranked its ear, nose and throat program among the top 
50 nationwide; and named six areas as high performing — COPD, colon cancer surgery, 
heart failure, hip replacement, knee replacement and lung cancer surgery. UAMS has 
2,876 students, 898 medical residents and four dental residents. It is the state’s largest 
public employer with more than 10,000 employees, including 1,200 physicians who 
provide care to patients at UAMS, its regional campuses, Arkansas Children’s Hospital, 
the VA Medical Center and Baptist Health. Visit www.uams.edu or 
www.uamshealth.com. Find us on Facebook, Twitter, YouTube or Instagram.  
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