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UAMS Named a HDSA Center of Excellence 
for the Treatment of Huntington’s Disease 

 

LITTLE ROCK — The University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences (UAMS) has been 

named a Center of Excellence for the treatment of Huntington’s disease by the 

Huntington Disease Society of America (HDSA). 

“Our multidisciplinary team comprised of neurologists, physical therapists, speech 

pathologists, social workers, nutritionists and geneticists has worked hard to bring the 

best care to patients with Huntington’s disease and their families in Arkansas,” said 

Tuhin Virmani, M.D., Ph.D.  

“Being designated as a HDSA Center of Excellence means the society sees and 

appreciates our dedication to patient care,” he said. “It’s exciting that we have earned this 

recognition, and it will allow us to continue to expand our outreach to more Huntington’s 

disease patients and their families to fulfill our mission.” 

The clinic will be co-directed by Virmani, the director of the UAMS Movement 

Disorders Program and an associate professor in the UAMS College of Medicine 

Department of Neurology, and Rohit Dhall, M.D., the director of Neurodegenerative 

Disorders in the Department of Neurology and the Clinical Trials Monitoring unit of the 

Translational Research Institute. 

The society also awarded the program a grant of $19,999, which will help provide 

needed clinical services to those who are unable to afford them. 

The HDSA Centers of Excellence provide an elite multidisciplinary approach to 
Huntington’s disease care and research. The society currently has 54 Centers of 
Excellence across the United States with eight partner sites.  
 
At the HDSA Centers of Excellence, patients benefit from expert neurologists, 
psychiatrists, therapists, counselors and other professionals who have deep experience 
working with families affected by the disease and who work collaboratively to help 
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families plan the best Huntington’s disease care program. For more info about HDSA’s 
Centers of Excellence Program please visit www.HDSA.org/coe. 
 
Louise Vetter, the society’s president and CEO said, “HDSA Centers of Excellence share 
a common dedication to Huntington disease families. We are thankful to the clinical care 
teams who are able to provide incredible care with these modest awards and to the 
families whose generous support of HDSA’s mission make these awards possible.”  
 
Huntington’s disease is a fatal genetic disorder that causes the progressive breakdown of 
nerve cells in the brain. It deteriorates a person’s physical and mental abilities during 
their prime working years and has no cure. Every child of a parent with the disease has a 
50/50 chance of inheriting the faulty gene that causes it. Today, there are about 41,000 
symptomatic Americans and more than 200,000 at-risk of inheriting the disease. The 
symptoms of Huntington’s disease are described as simultaneously having amyotrophic 
lateral sclerosis (ALS), Parkinson’s and Alzheimer’s.  
 

The Huntington’s Disease Society of America is the premier nonprofit organization 
dedicated to improving the lives of everyone affected by Huntington’s disease. From 
community services and education to advocacy and research, HDSA is the world’s leader 
in providing help for today and hope for tomorrow for people with Huntington’s disease 
and their families. For more info about HDSA, please visit www.HDSA.org/. 
 
UAMS is the state’s only health sciences university, with colleges of Medicine, Nursing, 
Pharmacy, Health Professions and Public Health; a graduate school; hospital; a main 
campus in Little Rock; a Northwest Arkansas regional campus in Fayetteville; a 
statewide network of regional campuses; and seven institutes: the Winthrop P. 
Rockefeller Cancer Institute, Jackson T. Stephens Spine & Neurosciences Institute, 
Harvey & Bernice Jones Eye Institute, Psychiatric Research Institute, Donald W. 
Reynolds Institute on Aging, Translational Research Institute and Institute for Digital 
Health & Innovation. UAMS includes UAMS Health, a statewide health system that 
encompasses all of UAMS’ clinical enterprise including its hospital, regional clinics and 
clinics it operates or staffs in cooperation with other providers. UAMS is the only adult 
Level 1 trauma center in the state. U.S. News & World Report named UAMS Medical 
Center the state’s Best Hospital; ranked its ear, nose and throat program among the top 
50 nationwide; and named six areas as high performing — COPD, colon cancer surgery, 
heart failure, hip replacement, knee replacement and lung cancer surgery. UAMS has 
2,876 students, 898 medical residents and four dental residents. It is the state’s largest 
public employer with more than 10,000 employees, including 1,200 physicians who 
provide care to patients at UAMS, its regional campuses, Arkansas Children’s Hospital, 
the VA Medical Center and Baptist Health. Visit www.uams.edu or 
www.uamshealth.com. Find us on Facebook, Twitter, YouTube or Instagram.  
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