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UAMS Researchers Named  
Arkansas Research Alliance Scholar, Fellow 

 

LITTLE ROCK — The Arkansas Research Alliance (ARA) announced today that two 

researchers at the University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences will be joining their 

ranks. 

 

Edward T.H. Yeh, M.D., a cardiologist renowned in the field of onco-cardiology, was 

named an ARA Scholar, and Alan Tackett, Ph.D., a cancer researcher widely recognized 

for his work in cancer biomarker discovery, was honored as an ARA Fellow. 

 

Yeh will receive $500,000 and Tackett will receive $75,000 to further their research. 

“We are extremely proud to have both a new ARA Scholar and ARA Fellow at UAMS. 

The leadership demonstrated by Dr. Yeh and Dr. Tackett has made a valuable impact on 

research programs at UAMS. We are fortunate to have them in Arkansas and look 

forward to their future successes,” said Cam Patterson, M.D., MBA, UAMS Chancellor 

and UAMS Health CEO. 

 

The ARA Scholars program helps recruit and support world-class researchers to universities 

where their work helps strengthen the competitiveness of the state.   

 

The ARA Fellows program recognizes research leaders who are currently working in Arkansas 

at one of the state’s five research campuses.  

 

“The ARA Scholars program is the cornerstone for our organization and bridges the gap 

between university research and economic development, while our Fellows program 

recognizes research leaders who have already made an impact in our state,” said Jerry Adams, 

ARA president. “We anticipate great things from both Dr. Yeh and Dr. Tackett as they build 

upon their outstanding research portfolios and explore new paths in the future.” 

 

Yeh joined UAMS in 2020 as chair of the Department of Internal Medicine and the 

Nolan Family Distinguished Chair in Internal Medicine in the College of Medicine. 
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From 2000 to 2016, he served as professor and founding chair of the Department of 

Cardiology at the University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center in Houston, where 

he made seminal contributions to understanding the relationships between cancer, 

chemotherapy agents and heart disease. In 2012, his laboratory discovered that 

Topoisomerase 2b is the molecular basis of anthracycline-induced cardiotoxicity, 

upending decades of belief that toxicity to this chemotherapy drug was due solely to 

reactive oxygen species (ROS) generation. 

 

Earlier, Yeh made important contributions in biochemistry, including the discovery of 

two ubiquitin-like proteins, SUMO/Sentrin and NEDD8. Both of these proteins are 

important in regulation of hypoxia-inducible factor stability, DNA repair, heart and 

lymphoid development, cancer pathogenesis, and sudden death and seizure disorders.  

 

Tackett’s research involves using advanced technology to discover molecular pathways 

essential for the development of new therapies and finding new biological markers to assist in 

developing a personalized treatment for each patient’s specific needs. 

He is deputy director of the UAMS Winthrop P. Rockefeller Cancer Institute, professor in the 

UAMS College of Medicine Department of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology and holder 

of the Scharlau Family Endowed Chair in Cancer Research. 

In 2020, Tackett was awarded a $10.6 million grant from the National Institutes of Health 

(NIH) establishing the IDeA National Resource for Quantitative Proteomics as the first NIH 

National Resource in Arkansas, which serves biomedical researchers across the nation. 

UAMS is the state’s only health sciences university, with colleges of Medicine, Nursing, 

Pharmacy, Health Professions and Public Health; a graduate school; hospital; a main 

campus in Little Rock; a Northwest Arkansas regional campus in Fayetteville; a 

statewide network of regional campuses; and seven institutes: the Winthrop P. 

Rockefeller Cancer Institute, Jackson T. Stephens Spine & Neurosciences Institute, 

Harvey & Bernice Jones Eye Institute, Psychiatric Research Institute, Donald W. 

Reynolds Institute on Aging, Translational Research Institute and Institute for Digital 

Health & Innovation. UAMS includes UAMS Health, a statewide health system that 

encompasses all of UAMS’ clinical enterprise including its hospital, regional clinics and 

clinics it operates or staffs in cooperation with other providers. UAMS is the only adult 

Level 1 trauma center in the state. U.S. News & World Report named UAMS Medical 

Center the state’s Best Hospital; ranked its ear, nose and throat program among the top 

50 nationwide; and named six areas as high performing — COPD, colon cancer surgery, 

heart failure, hip replacement, knee replacement and lung cancer surgery. UAMS has 

2,876 students, 898 medical residents and four dental residents. It is the state’s largest 

public employer with more than 10,000 employees, including 1,200 physicians who 

provide care to patients at UAMS, its regional campuses, Arkansas Children’s Hospital, 

the VA Medical Center and Baptist Health. Visit www.uams.edu or 

www.uamshealth.com. Find us on Facebook, Twitter, YouTube or Instagram.  
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