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Stacy Zimmerman, M.D., Joins UAMS  
to Oversee Physician Residency, Fellowship Programs 

 
LITTLE ROCK — Stacy Zimmerman, M.D., will join the University of Arkansas for 

Medical Sciences (UAMS) as the Regional Centers Designated Institutional Official 

(DIO) overseeing physician residency and fellowship programs, effective Aug. 1. 

 

Zimmerman will have responsibility for the accreditation of existing regional residency 

programs and will be responsible for oversight and growth of statewide graduate medical 

education (GME) efforts particularly focused in Northwest Arkansas, which are key to 

UAMS’ efforts to train additional, much-needed physicians for Arkansas. 

 

Zimmerman will be key to the UAMS partnership with Washington Regional Medical 

Center to add a significant number of residency positions in Northwest Arkansas. 

Additionally, Zimmerman will play an important role in the launch of new rural training 

track programs in partnership with hospitals, including one planned with the Berryville 

and Eureka Springs communities in Northwest Arkansas. Her leadership will be critical 

to expanding graduate medical education in the region. 

 

Designated Institutional Officials serve as the chief administrative overseer for 

sponsoring institutions of physician training programs accredited by the national 

Accreditation Council for Graduate Medical Education (ACGME). Zimmerman will 

succeed Patricia Edstrom, who is retiring this summer. Zimmerman also will serve as an 

associate professor in the UAMS College of Medicine Department of Internal Medicine. 

 

“We are delighted to have Dr. Zimmerman join the UAMS GME leadership team as we 

focus on increasing the number of highly qualified physicians across Arkansas, 

especially for our rural and underserved areas,” said Susan Smyth, M.D., Ph.D., UAMS 

executive vice chancellor and College of Medicine dean. “Stacy brings exceptional 

leadership experience to our team.” 

 

“As Washington Regional and UAMS create new graduate medical education positions 

over the next eight years, it is vital for someone with Dr. Stacy Zimmerman’s talent to 

serve in this important role,” said David Ratcliff, M.D., chief medical officer of 

Washington Regional Medical Center. “Stacy’s experience and passion for medical 

education will be an invaluable asset to the future of the UAMS/Washington Regional 
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Graduate Medical Education program and will have a positive impact on our 

community.” 

 

“Dr. Zimmerman’s leadership experience in developing community-based residency 

programs will prove instrumental in building residency training opportunities in 

Northwest Arkansas,” said Amy Wenger, vice chancellor of the UAMS Northwest 

Regional Campus. “I am delighted she is joining our team.” 

 

Zimmerman currently serves as the founding program director for the Internal Medicine 

Residency Program and the Transition Year Residency Program at Unity Health in 

Searcy, where she has practiced since 2016. She previously was in private practice for 14 

years as an internist and pediatrician in Clinton, where she also served as a staff 

hospitalist and emergency physician for Ozark Health Medical Center. She has held 

adjunct faculty and preceptor positions with UAMS, the Arkansas College of 

Osteopathic Medicine in Fort Smith, Kansas City University of Medicine and 

Biosciences, and the New York Institute of Technology College of Osteopathic Medicine 

in Jonesboro.  

 

A 1999 UAMS College of Medicine graduate, Zimmerman completed a combined 

residency in internal medicine and pediatrics at UAMS and Arkansas Children’s. She is a 

Fellow of the American College of Physicians and the American Academy of Pediatrics. 

 

UAMS is the state's only health sciences university, with colleges of Medicine, Nursing, 

Pharmacy, Health Professions and Public Health; a graduate school; a hospital; a main 

campus in Little Rock; a Northwest Arkansas regional campus in Fayetteville; a 

statewide network of regional campuses; and seven institutes: the Winthrop P. 

Rockefeller Cancer Institute, Jackson T. Stephens Spine & Neurosciences Institute, 

Harvey & Bernice Jones Eye Institute, Psychiatric Research Institute, Donald W. 

Reynolds Institute on Aging, Translational Research Institute and Institute for Digital 

Health & Innovation. UAMS includes UAMS Health, a statewide health system that 

encompasses all of UAMS' clinical enterprise. UAMS is the only adult Level 1 trauma 

center in the state. U.S. News & World Report recognized UAMS Medical Center as a 

Best Hospital for 2021-22; ranked its ear, nose and throat program among the top 50 

nationwide for the third year; and named five areas as high performing — colon cancer 

surgery, diabetes, hip replacement, knee replacement and stroke. UAMS has 3,047 

students, 873 medical residents and fellows, and six dental residents. It is the state's 

largest public employer with more than 11,000 employees, including 1,200 physicians 

who provide care to patients at UAMS, its regional campuses, Arkansas Children's, the 

VA Medical Center and Baptist Health. Visit www.uams.edu or www.uamshealth.com. 
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