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Denver Bronco’s Defensive Tackle D.J. Jones Highlights  
UAMS Myeloma Center in My Cause, My Cleats Campaign 

 
LITTLE ROCK — As part of the National Football League’s (NFL) annual My Cause, 

My Cleats campaign, Denver Broncos defensive tackle D.J. Jones donated a pair of 

custom cleats to the Myeloma Center at the University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences 

(UAMS) Winthrop P. Rockefeller Cancer Institute.  

 

Since 2016, participating NFL teams and players customize footwear with designs that 

represent causes and charities they support.  

 

“I am honored to have this opportunity to highlight the lifesaving work of the UAMS 

Myeloma Center,” said Jones. “My mother-in-law, Angela Fannin, was diagnosed with 

multiple myeloma in 2007 and underwent a successful bone marrow transplant at 

UAMS.” 

 

Fannin, 60, now living in Atlanta, is a 15-year survivor of the rare blood cancer that 

affects approximately 34,000 people each year.   

 

“When I look at these cleats, they are a reminder of the strength, courage and 

determination of my mother-in-law and the UAMS team,” said Jones. “I encourage all 

multiple myeloma patients to continue the fight and remember that difficult roads often 

lead to beautiful destinations.” 

 

In a pregame ceremony Dec. 11 at Denver’s Empower Field at Mile High before the 

Broncos game against the Kansas City Chiefs, Jones presented cleats imprinted with 

‘multiple myeloma’ to Heather Brown, APRN, the nurse who cared for Fannin during 

her treatment at UAMS.  

 

“I had never heard of multiple myeloma when I was diagnosed,” said Fannin, who joined 

Jones and her daughter, Kayla Jae, on the football field for the emotional ceremony. “All 

I heard was cancer.  
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“Little did I know the best treatment center in the world for myeloma was just two states 

away. I learned very quickly why people come from over the world to be treated at 

UAMS.” 

 

“I couldn’t have asked for more capable, compassionate and attentive caregivers during 

my treatment. Everyone was just excellent,” Fannin added.  

 

With more than 25 years of clinical and research excellence, the UAMS Myeloma Center 

is the most comprehensive program in the world for research and clinical care for 

multiple myeloma and related diseases. The center’s team of renowned physicians and 

scientists are known worldwide for novel therapy approaches that result in continually 

improved survival rates.  

 

The cleats, a size 13, will be on display in the lobby of the UAMS Myeloma Center, 

located on the eighth floor of the UAMS Winthrop P. Rockefeller Cancer Institute in 

Little Rock.  

 

Photos courtesy of the Denver Broncos can be downloaded at the link below: 

https://app.box.com/s/dh6177wq3po2ec9hfeonbvy5axz584re 

 

UAMS is the state's only health sciences university, with colleges of Medicine, Nursing, 

Pharmacy, Health Professions and Public Health; a graduate school; a hospital; a main 

campus in Little Rock; a Northwest Arkansas regional campus in Fayetteville; a 

statewide network of regional campuses; and seven institutes: the Winthrop P. 

Rockefeller Cancer Institute, Jackson T. Stephens Spine & Neurosciences Institute, 

Harvey & Bernice Jones Eye Institute, Psychiatric Research Institute, Donald W. 

Reynolds Institute on Aging, Translational Research Institute and Institute for Digital 

Health & Innovation. UAMS includes UAMS Health, a statewide health system that 

encompasses all of UAMS' clinical enterprise. UAMS is the only adult Level 1 trauma 

center in the state. UAMS has 3,240 students, 913 medical residents and fellows, and 

five dental residents. It is the state's largest public employer with more than 11,000 

employees, including 1,200 physicians who provide care to patients at UAMS, its 

regional campuses, Arkansas Children's, the VA Medical Center and Baptist Health. 

Visit www.uams.edu or www.uamshealth.com. Find us on Facebook, Twitter, YouTube 

or Instagram.  
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