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Christi Madden, MPA, Named Executive Director 

of UAMS Translational Research Institute 
 

LITTLE ROCK — Christi Madden, MPA, has joined the UAMS Translational Research 
Institute as its executive director.  
 
Madden, a leader with more than two decades of research programmatic management 
experience, spent most of her career in her home state of Oklahoma at the University of 
Oklahoma Health Sciences Center (OUHSC), where she worked in the Department of 
Pediatrics and at the Oklahoma Clinical and Translational Science Institute. 
 
As executive director, Madden oversees all Translational Research Institute staff and 
services to UAMS researchers. She also serves as a liaison to the National Center for 
Advancing Translational Sciences (NCATS) of the National Institutes of Health (NIH), 
which funds the UAMS Translational Research Institute with a Clinical and 
Translational Science Award (CTSA). 
 
“We are thrilled to have Christi on our team,” said institute Director Laura James, M.D. 
“In her roles at OUHSC, she managed several highly impactful public health research 
and quality improvement programs. Her skillset and research leadership experience will 
help our institute provide the highest quality service to our researchers and to our 
research participants.” 
 
Madden’s management experience includes the IDeA States Pediatric Clinical Trials 
Network, the Oklahoma Primary Healthcare Improvement Cooperative, the Oklahoma 
Child Health Research Network and the Healthy Hearts for Oklahoma project. 
 
She has also worked on several projects with rural communities across Oklahoma to 
implement community-driven initiatives to improve cardiovascular health, increase 
access to health care and mental health resources, and implement COVID-19-related 
research. 
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In 2022, she was recognized by the Public Health Institute of Oklahoma as one of the 
County Health Improvement Organization’s Top Ten People of the Decade.  
 
“I am excited to be in this new role at TRI and look forward to working collaboratively 
across UAMS and with our partners such as Arkansas Children’s Research Institute and 
the Central Arkansas Veterans Healthcare System to improve the health and health care 
of Arkansans.”   
 
The Translational Research Institute is supported by the National Center for Advancing 
Translational Sciences of the National Institutes of Health, Clinical and Translational 
Science Award TR003107. 
 
UAMS is the state's only health sciences university, with colleges of Medicine, Nursing, 
Pharmacy, Health Professions and Public Health; a graduate school; a hospital; a main 
campus in Little Rock; a Northwest Arkansas regional campus in Fayetteville; a 
statewide network of regional campuses; and seven institutes: the Winthrop P. 
Rockefeller Cancer Institute, Jackson T. Stephens Spine & Neurosciences Institute, 
Harvey & Bernice Jones Eye Institute, Psychiatric Research Institute, Donald W. 
Reynolds Institute on Aging, Translational Research Institute and Institute for Digital 
Health & Innovation. UAMS includes UAMS Health, a statewide health system that 
encompasses all of UAMS' clinical enterprise. UAMS is the only adult Level 1 trauma 
center in the state. UAMS has 3,240 students, 913 medical residents and fellows, and 
five dental residents. It is the state's largest public employer with more than 11,000 
employees, including 1,200 physicians who provide care to patients at UAMS, its 
regional campuses, Arkansas Children's, the VA Medical Center and Baptist Health. 
Visit www.uams.edu or www.uamshealth.com. Find us on Facebook, Twitter, YouTube 
or Instagram.  
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