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UAMS Winthrop P. Rockefeller Cancer Institute  
Named Center of Excellence by MDS Foundation  

 
LITTLE ROCK — The University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences (UAMS) Winthrop 

P. Rockefeller Cancer Institute has been designated as a Center of Excellence by the 

MDS Foundation, making it the only center in Arkansas to become part of the 

foundation’s referral network of the top bone marrow disorder treatment centers in the 

world.  

 

Myelodysplastic syndromes (MDS) are a group of diverse bone marrow disorders that 

can progress to acute myeloid leukemia and primarily affect the elderly. In the United 

States, 20,000 new cases are reported every year, making MDS one of the most common 

blood cancers. A stem cell transplant is the only curative treatment option for certain 

types of high risk MDS.  

 

A pioneer in the treatment of blood disorders and cancers, UAMS has been home to 

Arkansas’ only adult bone marrow transplant center since 1994, performing 12,731 

transplants for conditions including lymphomas, leukemias and multiple myeloma.  

 

“To be recognized by the MDS Foundation is a tremendous honor and the result of 30 

years of work by many brilliant, dedicated people to achieve the best outcomes for our 

patients,” said Muthu Veera Kumaran, M.D., medical oncologist and clinical director of 

the UAMS Stem Cell Transplantation and Cellular Therapy Program. “Our mission is to 

help patients understand their unique MDS diagnosis, what to expect from it and the 

appropriate treatments, be it routine blood checks, chemotherapy, stem cell 

transplantation or clinical trials.”  

 

The MDS Foundation designation is the result of multifaceted efforts including  

clinical trials, scholarly work and outstanding patient care by the UAMS Stem Cell 

Transplantation and Cellular Therapy Program, which employs 221 highly trained 
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specialists, including medical oncologists, hematologists, oncologists, nurses and  

social workers.  

 

The UAMS Stem Cell Transplantation and Cellular Therapy Program has been 

accredited by the Foundation for Accreditation of Cellular Therapy (FACT) since 2009 

and meets the most rigorous standards in every aspect of transplant therapy, from clinical 

care and donor management to cell collection, processing, storage, administration and 

cell release.  

 

“This is yet another example of the outstanding cancer care provided by The Winthrop P. 

Rockefeller Cancer Institute,” said Michael Birrer, M.D. Ph.D., director of the Cancer 

Institute and UAMS vice chancellor. 

 

The MDS Center of Excellence designation comes on top of U.S. News & World 

Report’s recent ranking of the UAMS leukemia, lymphoma and myeloma treatment 

programs as high performing.  

 

UAMS is the state’s only health sciences university, with colleges of Medicine, Nursing, 

Pharmacy, Health Professions and Public Health; a graduate school; a hospital; a main 

campus in Little Rock; a Northwest Arkansas regional campus in Fayetteville; a 

statewide network of regional campuses; and eight institutes: the Winthrop P. 

Rockefeller Cancer Institute, Jackson T. Stephens Spine & Neurosciences Institute, 

Harvey & Bernice Jones Eye Institute, Psychiatric Research Institute, Donald W. 

Reynolds Institute on Aging, Translational Research Institute, Institute for Digital Health 

& Innovation and the Institute for Community Health Innovation. UAMS includes 

UAMS Health, a statewide health system that encompasses all of UAMS’ clinical 

enterprise. UAMS is the only adult Level 1 trauma center in the state. UAMS has 3,275 

students, 890 medical residents and fellows, and five dental residents. It is the state’s 

largest public employer with more than 12,000 employees, including 1,200 physicians 

who provide care to patients at UAMS, its regional campuses, Arkansas Children’s, the 

VA Medical Center and Baptist Health. Visit www.uams.edu or www.uamshealth.com. 

Find us on Facebook, X (formerly Twitter), YouTube or Instagram.  
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