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UAMS College of Nursing Receives  

10-Year Accreditation for Nurse Anesthesia Program 
BSN, MNSc, DNP, APRN Certificate Programs Also Receive Accreditation 

 
LITTLE ROCK — The University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences (UAMS) College 
of Nursing recently received notice that its Nurse Anesthesia Program was awarded 
continued accreditation for a 10-year term through the Council on Accreditation of Nurse 
Anesthesia Educational Programs (COA). 
 
The COA is the only organization recognized by the Council for Higher Education 
Accreditation and the U.S. Department of Education to accredit the 154 nurse anesthesia 
educational programs located in the United States.  
 
Representatives from the COA conducted a site visit in April to evaluate the program’s 
adherence to a rigorous set of standards and policies designed to ensure that students are 
well-prepared for clinical practice when they graduate. The program also had to 
complete a self-evaluation to assess the quality of its educational offerings and student 
outcomes. 
 
The decade-long term is the maximum awarded by the accrediting body. 
 
“An achievement like this is only possible because of the hard work of our staff and 
faculty in the Nurse Anesthesia Program,” said Sarah Rhoads, Ph.D., DNP, dean of the 
UAMS College of Nursing. “I appreciate them all for the support they provide to our 
students from orientation through graduation.” 
 
This marks the first time the Nurse Anesthesia Program has received its continued 
accreditation, which is awarded to established programs that have demonstrated a record 
of achievement and stability. The UAMS program welcomed its first students in 2020 
after receiving an initial five-year accreditation — the maximum awarded for new 
programs.  
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The three-year, full-time program, a specialty in the college’s Doctor of Nursing Practice 
program, prepares students to provide high-quality, cost-effective anesthesia care to 
patients of all ages in a variety of clinical settings. Graduates gain eligibility to take their 
national certification examination to become certified registered nurse anesthetists 
(CRNAs). The Nurse Anesthesia Program has graduated 52 students since its inception. 
 
The COA announcement came weeks after the College of Nursing received accreditation 
renewals for four other programs through the Commission on Collegiate Nursing 
Education. 
 
A team of evaluators visited the UAMS main campus to assess the college’s Bachelor of 
Science in Nursing, Master of Nursing Science and Doctor of Nursing Practice degree 
programs as well as the postgraduate advanced practice registered nurse (APRN) 
certificate program. At its September meeting, the organization’s Board of 
Commissioners granted reaccreditation to each of the UAMS programs for the maximum 
term of 10 years. 
 
Rhoads said the accreditation effort began long before the site visit, requiring the faculty 
and staff to spend countless hours on preparation and documentation. The process 
included a three-year self-evaluation of each program’s compliance with commission 
standards. 
 
“Maintaining this level of accreditation takes a cohesive team, and I am so proud that 
this was recognized by CCNE,” she said. 
 
Rhoads, who has served as dean since September, said the endeavor was led by Patricia 
Cowan, Ph.D., RN, professor emerita and former dean of the college, and Teresa Whited, 
DNP, APRN, associate dean of academic programs and accreditation. 
 
The Commission on Collegiate Nursing Education is an independent agency that’s 
recognized by the U.S. Department of Education as a reliable evaluator of nursing 
programs. Accreditation is a voluntary process that encourages a program’s continued 
self-assessment and growth, according to the commission’s website.  
 
Whited noted that the commission’s core values strive to foster qualities such as 
integrity, innovation and accountability.  
 
“This is an ongoing exercise in quality improvement that helps us provide excellence in 
nursing education,” she said. 
 
C. Lowry Barnes, M.D., interim chancellor of UAMS, said the decisions from the two 
accrediting organizations reflect the college’s commitment to its students and to the 
patients whom they’ll someday serve. 
 
“I’m grateful for all the staff and faculty members in the UAMS College of Nursing who 
continue to raise the bar for quality nursing education in Arkansas,” he said. 
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UAMS is the state’s only health sciences university, with colleges of Medicine, Nursing, 
Pharmacy, Health Professions and Public Health; a graduate school; a hospital; a main 
campus in Little Rock; a Northwest Arkansas regional campus in Fayetteville; a 
statewide network of regional campuses; and eight institutes: the Winthrop P. 
Rockefeller Cancer Institute, Jackson T. Stephens Spine & Neurosciences Institute, 
Harvey & Bernice Jones Eye Institute, Psychiatric Research Institute, Donald W. 
Reynolds Institute on Aging, Translational Research Institute, Institute for Digital Health 
& Innovation and the Institute for Community Health Innovation. UAMS includes 
UAMS Health, a statewide health system that encompasses all of UAMS’ clinical 
enterprise. UAMS is the only adult Level 1 trauma center in the state. UAMS has 3,553 
students and 902 medical residents and fellows. It is the state’s largest public employer 
with about 12,000 employees, including 1,200 physicians who provide care to patients at 
UAMS, its regional campuses, Arkansas Children’s, the VA Medical Center and Baptist 
Health. Visit www.uams.edu or www.uamshealth.com. Find us on Facebook, X 
(formerly Twitter), YouTube or Instagram.  
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