UAMS News Bureau

Office of Communications & Marketing UAM ;
4301 West Markham # 890 ®
Little ROCk, AR 72205-7199 University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences

uamshealth.com/news

News Release

May 26, 2026
Media Contacts:
Leslie W. Taylor, 501-686-8998
Wireless phone: 501-951-7260
leslie@uams.edu

Yavonda Chase, 501-686-8995
Wireless phone: 501-416-0354
Yavonda@uams.edu

Venkat Kalapatapu, M.D., Returns to UAMS
as Chief of Division of Vascular and Endovascular Surgery

LITTLE ROCK — Venkat Kalapatapu, M.D., has rejoined the University of Arkansas
for Medical Sciences (UAMS), this time as professor and chief of the Division of
Vascular and Endovascular Surgery.

Kalapatapu left UAMS in 2010 after completing a two-year fellowship in vascular
surgery and serving four years as an assistant professor in the UAMS College of
Medicine Department of Surgery, during which he treated patients at UAMS, Arkansas
Children’s Hospital, and the Central Arkansas Veteran’s Healthcare System. He then
spent 16 years at the University of Pennsylvania School of Medicine, where he was an
assistant, associate, and then full professor of clinical surgery.

He received his medical degree in 1994 from Kakatiya Medical College in the Warangal
District of Andhra Pradesh, India, then completed three years of surgical training at the
Post Graduate Institute of Medical Education and Research in Chandigarh, India.

Kalapatapu completed his surgical residency at Drexel University in Easton,
Pennsylvania, followed by a fellowship at the Royal College of Surgeons in Edinburgh,
Scotland, before coming to UAMS in 2004 for his vascular surgery fellowship.

“Dr. Venkat Kalapatapu embodies the UAMS mission at its best,” said Lyle Burdine,
M.D., Ph.D., interim chair of the Department of Surgery. “A master vascular surgeon
with exceptional command of complex aortic and peripheral reconstruction, he combines
technical precision with thoughtful clinical judgment that inspires trust in every patient
and colleague. His leadership within the UAMS Division of Vascular Surgery —
grounded in mentorship, vision, and uncompromising excellence — will shape the future
of vascular care in Arkansas.”

UAMS is the state’s only health sciences university, with colleges of Medicine, Nursing,
Pharmacy, Health Professions and Public Health; a graduate school; a hospital; a main
campus in Little Rock; a Northwest Arkansas regional campus in Fayetteville; a
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statewide network of regional campuses; and eight institutes: the Winthrop P.
Rockefeller Cancer Institute, Jackson T. Stephens Spine & Neurosciences Institute,
Harvey & Bernice Jones Eye Institute, Psychiatric Research Institute, Donald W.
Reynolds Institute on Aging, Translational Research Institute, Institute for Digital Health
& Innovation and the Institute for Community Health Innovation. UAMS includes
UAMS Health, a statewide health system that encompasses all of UAMS’ clinical
enterprise. UAMS is the only adult Level 1 trauma center in the state. UAMS has 3,553
students and 1,015 medical residents and fellows. It is the state’s largest public employer
with about 12,000 employees, including 1,200 physicians who provide care to patients at
UAMS, its regional campuses, Arkansas Children’s, the VA Medical Center and Baptist
Health. Visit www.uams.edu or www.uamshealth.com. Find us on Facebook, X
(formerly Twitter), YouTube or Instagram.
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