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UAMS East’s William McClain Named
Chief Administrative Officer of Helena Hospital

LITTLE ROCK — William McClain, administrative director at the University of
Arkansas for Medical Sciences (UAMS) East Regional Campus in Helena-West Helena,

will expand his role to include chief administrative officer at Helena Hospital, beginning
Oct. 1.

McClain grew up in Marianna, Arkansas, less than 30 miles from Helena-West Helena.
He graduated from Memphis University School in Memphis, Tennessee, in 1994 and
earned two bachelor’s degrees in finance and marketing management from the
University of Arkansas at Fayetteville. He spent 10 years working in inventory control
for Lindsey Management company in Fayetteville before moving back to Marianna in
2009. He was hired as business manager at UAMS Delta AHEC (now UAMS East
Regional Campus) and was promoted to administrative director in 2020.

UAMS signed a co-management agreement with Helena Hospital in June, which brings
direct access to specialists, academic programs, and clinical research. Soon after the
agreement, Brian Jones, DHSc, UAMS vice chancellor for Regional Campuses, agreed
to temporarily lead the hospital’s day-to-day operations.

“William has established roots in the Delta,” said Jones. “He recognizes how critical
Helena Hospital is to both local healthcare needs and the economy. He is committed to
this region and has repeatedly expressed how important it is that Phillips County have a
sustainable hospital presence. A proven leader, William will help continue to strengthen
ties between the hospital and UAMS.”

UAMS is the state’s only health sciences university, with colleges of Medicine, Nursing,
Pharmacy, Health Professions and Public Health; a graduate school; a hospital; a main
campus in Little Rock; a Northwest Arkansas regional campus in Fayetteville; a
statewide network of regional campuses; and seven institutes: the Winthrop P.
Rockefeller Cancer Institute, Jackson T. Stephens Spine & Neurosciences Institute,
Harvey & Bernice Jones Eye Institute, Psychiatric Research Institute, Donald W.
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Reynolds Institute on Aging, Translational Research Institute, and the Institute for
Community Health Innovation. UAMS includes UAMS Health, a statewide health
system that encompasses all of UAMS’ clinical enterprise. UAMS is the only adult Level
1 trauma center in the state. UAMS has 3,553 students and 1,030 medical residents and
fellows, and two dental residents. It is the state’s largest public employer with about
12,000 employees, including 1,200 physicians who provide care to patients at UAMS, its
regional campuses, Arkansas Children’s, the VA Medical Center and Baptist Health.
Visit www.uams.edu or www.uamshealth.com. Find us on Facebook, X (formerly
Twitter), YouTube or Instagram.
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